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"I  have  to  sit  up  until  two  or  three  in 
the  morning  editing  things  because 
that's  what  I  signed  on  to  do.  But  you 
know  what?  I  love  every  second  of  it." 


As  the  editor  of  a  publication 
it's  important  to  understand 
the  way  Northeastern  works. 
It's  important  to  be  a  leader  and  be 
professional  because  having  a  top  position 
requires  that  you  have  your  things  together. 
As  I'm  slowly  readjusting  to  the  whole  school 
and  work  thing,  I  have  to  admit,  many  days  I 
felt  like  I  was  unraveling  and  I  really  lost  my 
mojo.  I  didn't  feel  inspired  and  didn't  want 
to  do  anything  more  than  I  had  to  do.  But 
I  had  to  remind  myself  that  the  Onyx  is  my 
responsibility.  I  needed  to  snap  out  of  my 
funk  and  get  on  that  "Onyx  Grind."  And  that's 
when  it  hit  me. 

I  am  the  Editor-in-Chief  of  a  publication.  I  am  a  young 
woman  in  charge.  I  am  the  one  who  ties  up  loose  ends  and 
makes  the  best  out  of  the  worst  possible  situations.  I  have  a 
staff  and  a  product.  I  have  to  sit  up  until  two  or  three  in  the 
morning  editing  things  because  that's  what  I  signed  on  to  do. 
But  you  know  what? 

I  love  every  second  of  it. 

No  its  not  a  power  trip.  I  work  very  closely  with  my 
staff  because  I  know  I  can't  do  my  job  without  them.  What 
fulfills  me  the  most  is  knowing  what  I'm  doing  now  is  what 
I  want  to  do  for  the  rest  of  my  life.  When  I  think  about  my 
future,  I  smile.  I  am  living  my  dream.  I  know  the  Onyx  has 
not  reached  its  full  potential,  but  I  wholeheartedly  believe  in 
its  ability.  I  want  to  one  day  have  the  same  power  over  another 
international  publication,  possibly  one  that  I  started  in  my 


home.  I  have  found  my  dream  and  I  am  making  it,  slowly  but 
surely,  my  reality. 

When  you  find  your  passion  in  life,  go  for  it.  Don't 
worry  about  the  opinions  of  others  because  in  the  end,  if  you 
believe  in  your  potential,  that's  pretty  much  all  you  need.  I 
am  fortunate  to  have  a  great  support  system  behind  me,  but 
that's  not  what  my  life  depends  on.  I  am  taking  any  and  every 
opportunity  I  have  to  realize  my  dream  because  ultimately,  it  is 
my  actions  and  decisions  that  will  determine  how  far  I  go.  No 
cynicism  or  negativity  can  deter  me.  I  have  a  grand  master  plan 
and  it's  now  unfolding. 

I  don't  know  how  else  to  express  the  feeling  that  this 
position  gives  me.  I  love  it  all,  from  the  all-nighters  to  a  week 
straight  on  that  Onyx  Grind.  I  know  my  faith  in  God  and  my 
confidence  in  my  abilities  also  helps  fuel  my  drive,  but  at  the 
very  essence  of  my  being  is  the  thought  that  I  will  one  day 
touch  the  life  of  another  person  of  color  who  doubts  their 
dreams  can  be  realized.  I  want  to  be  a  role  model-  that  little 
glimmer  of  hope  for  that  person  who  thinks  there  is  no  way 
out.  When  we  let  others  know  we  can  and  are  succeeding,  we 
set  a  path  for  others  like  us  to  follow  and  achieve.  So  dream 
and  achieve  the  impossible.  Be  who  you  want  to  be  and  do 
what  you  have  to  do  to  get  there.  Don't  let  doubts  cloud 
your  mind.  You're  only  as  good  as  you  think  you  are.  And  if 
you  can't  tell  by  now,  confident  is  more  than  an  adjective  to 
describe  me-  it  has  become  my  way  of  life. 


Ove/isse  Sanchez 

Editor-in-Chief 
onyxeditor@yahoo.com 
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Survivor's  Getting  Race-y 


BY  CANDICE  SPRINGER 


Reality  TV  gives  us  the  chance  to 
see  real  people,  participating  in 
real  events  and  experiencing  real 
emotions.  By  departing  from  routine 
dramas  and  sitcoms  we  get  to  see  people 
just  like  us  doing  things  we  can  hardly 
imagine.  But,  let's  face  it,  few  reality 
shows  cast  a  racially  balanced  number  of 
participants  who  represent  an  accurate 
portrayal  of  America  today.  And  the 
minorities  who  do  make  reality  TV 
are  often  portrayed  as  the  stereotypical 
"black"  person  who's  rude,  unfriendly, 
and  intolerable. 

Recently,  the  hit  reality  series 
"Survivor"  decided  to  cast  an  equal 
number  of  blacks,  Hispanics,  Asians, 
and  whites  for  its  13th  season,  in  an 
effort  to  conduct  what  host  Jeff  Probst 
deemed  a  "social  experiment  like  never 
before."  Finally  it  seemed  like  a  reality 
TV  show  was  getting  the  point-  more 
people  will  be  inclined  to  watch  if  they 
see  participants  they  can  identify  with. 
At  last,  there  was  an  equal  and  diverse 
distribution  of  contestants  on  "Survivor." 

But  in  a  shocking  twist,  producers  of 
the  show  decided  to  divide  each  tribe  by 
ethnicity. 

"[Dividing  tribes  by  race]  Is  that 
kosher?"  said  white  "Survivor"  castaway 
Parvati.  Even  before  the  show  even 
aired  many  echoed  her  sentiment.  Fans, 
viewers  and  critics  were  speaking  out. 
This  left  "Survivor  s'"  executive  producer, 
Mark  Burnett,  in  a  corner  defending  a 
quite  controversial  decision. 

"Ethnic  [bonding]  may  run  deep  in 
a  modern  society,  it  may  not  on  a  desert 
island,"  Burnett  argued  in  the  New  York 
Post.  "Everyone  is  starving,  everyone  is 
thirsty,  everyone  is  exhausted,  everyone 
is  being  bitten  by  the  same  bugs.  And 
believe  me,  the  bugs  don't  look  at  the 
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color  of  your  skin 
before  they  bite." 

Social 
experiment,  eh? 
Well,  maybe  this 
"Survivor"  decision 
was  well  played. 
After  all,  in  the 
past  12  seasons 
of  "Survivor"  no 
more  than  three 
contestants  have 
been  minorities 
(out  of  16,  18,  or  20 
total  castaways  per  season).  This  latest 
installment  appeared  to  be  stepping 
in  the  right  direction  by  allowing  the 
castaways  of  color  to  disprove  habitual 
stereotypes. 

"We  [the  Hiki  tribe]  have  to  step 
up  to  the  plate  and  show  that,  yes,  black 
people  do  swim,"  black  castaway  Rebecca 
said.  "I  mean,  we  don't  just  run  track." 

Unfortunately,  "Survivor"  has  also 
subtly  and  indirectly  played  into  certain 
typecasts.  The  Asian  tribe,  Puka,  won 
the  first  immunity  challenge,  which  was 
mostly  puzzle  solving.  The  white  tribe, 
Raro,  decided  to  huddle  together  on  a 
cold  night,  suggesting  the  "touchy-feely" 
cliche,  while  in  the  Hispanic  Aitu  tribe, 
Ozzy  seemed  particularly  devoted  to 
voting  out  slacker  Billy  and  showing  the 
world  that  Hispanics  do  work  hard. 

This  aside,  there  was  still  a  chance 
for  this  "Survivor"  to  be  groundbreaking. 
Viewers  would  witness  how  the 
castaways  address  issues  still  affecting 
our  society  and  ultimately  embrace 
diversity,  right?  Wrong.  After  just  two 
weeks  of  the  "social  experiment"  the  four 
racially  divided  tribes  were  merged  into 
two  all-encompassing  new  tribes.  Wait, 
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why  the  sudden  change? 

I  was  quite  excited  to  watch  this 
year  's  "Survivor,"  not  just  because  I  love 
the  show,  but  because  I  understand 
that  race  relations  make  for  interesting 
television.  Was  this  "social  experiment" 
just  a  ploy  to  lure  curious  viewers  willing 
to  see  races  battle  it  out  on  national 
television?  The  word  gimmick  never 
seemed  so  clear  until  now. 

I  guess  that's  what  we  should  expect 
from  reality  TV.  Ratings  are  ratings 
and  networks  will  go  to  great  lengths 
to  get  them.  But  it  still  may  be  too  early 
to  rule  "Survivor"  out.  This  show  may 
be  setting  the  precedent  for  others  to 
follow.  Perhaps  I'll  finally  see  a  black  or 
Hispanic  man  wooing  ladies  on  "The 
Bachelor"  and  maybe  we'll  be  able  to 
abandon  the  memory  of  villainous  divas 
like  Omorosa.  Even  better,  one  day  we 
might  see  a  diverse  group  of  reality  stars 
who  come  together  unafraid  of  each 
other,  engage  in  racial  dialogue... and  do 
it  for  more  than  two  weeks. 
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"The  Trouble  Between  Us" 

BY  LUCIA  ALLEN 


Winifred  Breines,  a 
Northeastern  professor 
and  renowned  feminist  and 
activist  is  the  author  of  the  book  "The 
Trouble  Between  Us:  An  Uneasy  History 
of  White  and  Black  Women  in  the 
Feminist  Movement."  Breines  discussed 
her  book  at  Snell  Library  on  September 
20.  During  her  lecture  she  explored  the 
reasons  behind  racism  in  the  feminist 
movement.  She  described  herself  as  a 
white  woman  deeply  influenced  by  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement,  Marxism,  Black 
Power  politics,  and  a  new  leftist  who 
became  a  feminist. 

Breines  was  full  of  optimism  as 
a  child  of  the  1950  s  white,  suburban, 
middle  class,  but  became  disturbed 
by  the  socio-economic  condition  of 
Southern  blacks.  She  says  she  dreamed 
of  a  society  where  race  was  irrelevant  in 
matters  of  intellect  and  relationships.  As 
a  socialist  feminist  and  a  scholar  of  the 
1960s,  she  wondered  why  the  racially 
integrated  feminist  movement  failed  to 
flourish. 

Her  questions  were  formed  by  what 
she  termed  "white  nostalgia,"  where 
young,  middle  class  whites  believed 
"if  whites  could  only  give  up  their 
prejudices  we  would  all  live  together 
harmoniously."  However,  she  found  it 
was  never  that  simple. 

As  Breines  continued  to  research 
this  topic,  she  saw  quite  early  tensions 
between  black  and  white  women  in 
the  Civil  Rights  movement.  In  1964, 
two  white  women  wrote  a  letter 
saying  sexism  existed  in  the  Student 
Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee 
(SNCC).  Some  black  women  of  SNCC 
became  upset  that  these  white  women 


brought  up  an  issue  of  gender  "in  a 
movement  that  was  a  life  and  death 
struggle."  Many  black  women  had 
never  experienced  the  sexism  the  white 
women  complained  of  nor  did  they  feel 
powerless.  Breines  believes  black  women 
felt  impatient  with  white,  middle- 
class  women's  issues  when  they  were 
risking  their  lives  for  a  movement  that 
advocated  for  all  black  people. 

As  the  Black  Power  movement 
emerged  in  the  1960s,  many  black 
women  were  drawn  to  Black 
Nationalism  as  it  celebrated  black 
culture  in  its  entirety.  "Black  is 
beautiful!"  became  the  motto  for  black 
youth  and  instilled  an  institution 
of  solidarity  among  them.  With  the 
influence  of  anti-white  figures  like 
Malcolm  X  and  Angela  Davis,  it  became 
unlikely  that  black  women  would  join 
white  women  in  the  feminist  movement, 
Breines  said. 

She  noted  that  although  black 
women  did  face  sexism  in  their 
movements  and  organizations, 
"their  inclinations  were  not  toward 
separation  from  black  men.  [Young 
black  women]  were  loyal  to  their  black 
community  despite  chauvinist  ideology." 
Black  women  were  committed  to  the 
movement  for  freedom  and  racial 
equality. 

Breines  believes  the  Black  Power 
Movement  had  simply  been  more 
compelling  than  the  feminist  movement, 
especially  for  black  youth,  but  indicated 
that  black  and  white  women  did  come 
together  over  certain  events  such  as  the 
struggle  to  free  Angela  Davis,  a  black 
feminist  and  activist. 

"As  the  idealism  of  the  60s  became 
cynicism  in  the  70s,  women  had  to 


"The  Trouble  Between  Us:  The  Uneasy 
History  of  White  and  Black  Women  in  the 
Feminist  Movement" 

regard  the  real  politics  of  black  women 
and  the  unequal  resources,"  Breines  said. 
"The  story  is  more  complicated  than 
white  women's  racism.  It  was  a  giant  step 
to  [overcoming]  centuries  of  [racism  and 
sexism]." 
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Five  minutes  with  Bobby  Valentino 


BY  CHRISTINE  WILLIAMS 


I'm  standing  in  line  with  a  tape 
recorder  and  a  smile,  anxiously 
awaiting  my  turn  to  interview  one 
of  R&B's  latest  sensations  -  Mr.  Bobby 
Valentino.  This  is,  admittedly,  my 
first  celebrity  interview,  so  I'm  a  little 
nervous,  but  I  reassure  myself  that  he's 
probably  just  a  regular  dude.  To  my 
relief,  my  assumption  is  true. 

I  enter  the  booth,  and  Bobby  greets 
me  with  a  charming  smile  and  hello,  said 
only  as  his  ATL  accent  could  deliver. 
We  engage  in  a  little  small  talk,  laugh  a 
little,  take  a  picture,  and  then  begin  the 
interview  ... 

Christine:  So  I  just  wanted  to  start 
off  by  asking  you  a... hopefully  original 
question. 

Bobby  V:  (Smiles) 

Cl  Before  Bobby  Valentino  was... Bobby 
Valentino,  back  when  he  was  Bobby 
Wilson,  what  was  life  like? 
B:  Life  was  good.  I  was  in  school,  playin' 
sports,  and  just  being  a  young  man 
growin'  up  in  the  ATL. 
C:  Did  you  have  any  odd  jobs?  You 
know,  work  at  Micky  D's  or  anything....? 
B:  Nah,  you  know  I  worked  for  my  Dad 
doin'  gardening.  We  was  plantin'  gar- 
dens and  goin'  to  unserved  communities 
and  teachin'  them  about  the  importance 
of  gardening. 

C:  Thas  cool.  And  then,  I  know  you 
went  to  school.  You  went  to  Clark  At- 
lanta, which  is  exactly  where  one  of  my 
best  friends  goes  now. 
B:  Okayy,  cool. 

C:  Do  you  think  that  going  to  college 
helped  you  in  terms  of  being  more 
knowledgeable  about  the  music  indus- 
try... about  making  your  music  career? 
Or  do  you  think  it  just  slowed  you 
down? 

B:  It  definitely  helped  me  out.  It  helped 
me  find  myself  as  an  individual. 


C:  Do  you  have  a  favorite  college 
memory? 

B:  Yea,  just  playin'  sports  and  bein'  on 

the  team,  and  travelin'  with  the  team... 

C:  What  sport  did  you  play? 

Bl  I  played  baseball.  And  well,  mainly 

football  but  I  never  got  in  the  game  so... 

C:  Oh,  ok. 

B:  It's  cool. 

C:  Well,  like  other  R&B  singers  you 
have  a  really  strong  female  fan  base... Is 
there  anything  you  really  look  for  in  a 
woman?  Ideal  female? 
B:  Mmm.  Ambition.  An  ambitious 
woman  that  keeps  herself  well.  A  wom- 
an that  has  goals,  a  woman  that  keeps 
her  toes  right,  smells  good,  you  know... 
C:  Favorite  body  part? 
B:  I  love  toes. 
C:  Toes... 

B:  The  toes.  The  toes  and  you  know,  the 
right  booty.  I  don't  like  a  real  big  booty,  I 
like  a  nice  booty. ..a  nice  size  booty. 
C:  (Laughs) 

B:  I  like  a  big  booty  too  now!  But  it  ain't 
alllll  that  I  look  for,  you  know? 
C:  Haha.  Yea,  I  gotchu.  What's  it  like 
bein'  on  the  road? 

B:  It's  hard  bein'  on  the  road,  always 
travelin'.  You're  here,  you're  there... It's 
hard  work,  but  it's  part  of  the  job.... and 
I  goooootta  do  it. 

C:  Well,  is  there  anything  you  look  for- 
ward to  when  you're  home? 
B:  Just  relaxin'  and  goin'  over  to  my 
mom's  house  and  eatin'.  And  just  being  at 
my  house  kickin'  it  with  my  homeboys. 
C:  Aw. 

B:  Yea,  the  friends  and  family. 

C:  Now,  your  second  album  that's  comin' 

up 

B:  "Special  Occasion" 
C:  Tell  us  about  that... it  drops  in  No- 
vember, right? 

B:  Nah,  actually  it's  gonna  be  either  in 


December  or  ---  probably  December 

12th.  It's  entitled  "Special  Occasion";  I 

worked  with  Rodney  Jerkins,  Drew  and 

the  Dog,  Tomb  and  Bob,  Sean  Garrett, 

Brian  Cox,  [and  others]... 

C:  You  have  a  favorite  song  off  the  new 

album? 

B:  I  love  a  lotto  songs.  I  like  "Tired  of 
Bein  Alone",  "Soon  As  I  Get  Home," 
which  is  a  Babyface  record  that  I  did 
over, "Checkin  For  Me"... It's  a  lotta  hot 
records  on  this  album,  and  the  first 
single  "Turn  the  Page"  I  love  also. 
C:  I  like  that  one  too.  I  heard  it  the 
other  day. 

B:  You  liked  "Turn  the  Page" 
C:  I  do. 
B:  Cool. 

C:  So  where  does  Bobby  Valentino 
wanna  be  5...  10... 20  years  from  now? 
B:  I  wanna  be  an  executive  and  sign 
artists,  and  really  be  into  artist  develop- 
ment. I  wanna  make  artists  have  careers 
instead  of  just  hit  records. 
C:  That's  ambitious.  And  I  know  you're 
starting  a  clothing  line  too,  right? 
B:  Yea,  Bobby  V  Jeans  for  Women.  It's 
comin'  real  soon.  It's  gon  be  real  hot. 
They  gonna  fit  women  of  all  shapes  and 
sizes. 

C:  And  yo  girl  with  the  booty.... 
B:  (Smiles)  And  the  girl  with  the  big 
booty  anddddd  the  lil  booty. 
C:  Hahaaa. 

B:  Cuz  like  I  said,  I  like  a  big  booty 
but... I  wanna  cater  to  all  booties. 
C:  (Still  laughing).  That's  good. 
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by  Brittany  Bass  with  color  by  Herculano  Fernandes 
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It's  all  consuming,  a  culture  and  a  movement. 

Brothers  from  the  struggle  can't  help  but  be  in  tune  with 

MC's  past  and  present  putting  they  souls  on  the  line 

Not  sellin'  out  for  nothing 

Not  no  gold 

Not  no  shine 

However  recently  hip-hop's  been  on  a  strong  decline 
And  to  understand  the  change  you  gotta  have  a  deep  mind 

In  the  beginning  hip  hop  was  an  overachiever 
Thanks  to  Kool  Here,  Red  Alert,  Sedgwick  and  Cedar 
It  was  the  furious  5's  message  that  made  me  a  believer 
But  the  "man"  was  mad  so  he  got  contras  to  cleaver 

But  before  the  loss  of  progress 

brothas  was  kickin'  knowledge 

Advocatin'  ascension  suggestin'  we  go  to  college 

And  if  you  stuck  in  the  streets,  try  to  keep  the  peace 

Still  hold  ya  piece  and  say  P*k  the  police. 

When  De  La  was  Soul  and  the  Tribe  was  on  a  Quest 

Chuck  an  Flav  was  Public  Enemies 

And  our  Souls  had  Mischief 

Which  brings  us  to  the  West  Coast 

So  I  gotta  ups  the  East 

Both  parts  I'm  a  apart  of 

And  both  of  my  martyrs 

Was  taken  out  by  the  same  beast 

At  least 

They  could  of  told  us  who  did  it 

Or  acted  like  they  looked 

Then  maybe  90%  of  radio  rap 

Wouldn't  be  bout  crack  that  is  cooked 

But  you  gotta  keep  ya  head  up  like  2pac  said 

And  since  life's  a  b*tch,  do  the  B.I.G.  to  Kim 

Knock  it  off  the  back  of  the  bed 

Cause  the  world  is  filled  with  pimps  and  hoes 

And  I  see  the  same  in  every  city  we  go 

But  I'm  a  stop  for  a  minute  in  case  it's  forgot 

I  think  we  need  a  moment  of  silence  for  Biggie  and  Pac. 

(JMJ) 

(Left  Eye) 

(BigL) 

(Big  Pun) 

(J  Dilla) 

(Aaliyah) 

(Proof) 

(Buffy) 

(Everybody  else) 


You  want  to  know  what  messed  up  rap?  That's  Eazy...but  not  E 
But  its  current  colorless  constituents  might  not  believe  me 
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See,  the  higher  white  powers  did  like  our  improving  culture 
So  they  went  into  the  hoods  and  flooded  the  white  vulture 
It  was  so  obvious  and  apparent,  but  nothing  was  done 
Cause  it  took  all  our  mothers  daughters  and  sons 
Pops  was  in  the  pen  for  havin'  the  black  fist 
So  a  father  figure,  a  lotta  niggas  missed  this 

But  we  still  got  the  music 

We  jus  got  to  find  ways  to  use  it 

And  reverse  all  these  years  of  letting  corporations  abuse  it 
So  I'ma  end  this  piece  with  those  keeping  it  real 
Reppin'  how  they  are  not  sellin'  out  for  platinum  seals 
So  boycott  the  bullsh*t,  you  know  how  right  it  feels 
So  I'ma  kick  it  for  the  true  modern  day  MC's 
And  you  allll  reeeaaadyyy  knooowww  the  deal... 

Get  em...  kick  it  off  in  the  West 


Straight  up  to  the  birth  place 
NY  all  day 

Lotta  deep  intelligent  brothas  with  something  to  say 

Mos  Def,  Diddy,  Talib  Kweli 

Nasir  Jones  and  Jaz  Jr.,  Jay-Z 

Wu  Tang  Clan  ain't  nothing  to  f**k  with 

Busta  Rhymes  always  comin'  hard  with  the  truck  hits 

Styles  P  and  Jadakiss  always  spittin'  the  block  sh*t 

NY  reppin'  4  real  like  the  gun  when  u  cock  it 

Movin'  to  the  left  we  got  the  Midwest 

Led  by  Common,  Ludacris  and  Kanye  West 

Now  let's  take  it  to  the  past 

When  it  was  poppin'  real  quick 

Pete  Rock  &  CL  Smooth,  Rakim  and  Slick  Rick 

Knowledge  Rules  Supremely  Over  Nearly  Everyone 

Kool  Mo  Dee,  Run  DMC  and  that  before  was  KRS-ONE 

As  for  the  rest,  peace  to  all  I  ain't  shout 


Start  it  off  with  the  S-N-double  O-P 
NWA,  Ice,  Eaz  and  D.R.E 
Bone  Thugs  N  harmo-ny 
Mack  10  and  Dub  C 
Punk  ass  Xzibit 
Bun  B  an  Pimp  C 
Scarface  an  Ghetto  Boyz 
Mind  still  playin  tricks  on  me 
Paul  Wall  an  Mike  Jones 
Cause  although  they  talk  stones 
They  always  throw  they  hoods  up 
And  never  forgot  home 
Swing  it  to  corner  wit  the  T  double  D 
Cause  "Trick  love  the  kids" 
And  that's  where  our  focus  should  be 
Rick  Ross  an  his  hot  beats 
Pitbull's  Hispanic  heat 
Trina,  Kiah,  and  Jackie  O 
For  perpetuatin'  skeet  skeet 
And  to  talk  of  them  thangs 
Gotta  shout  the  Ying  Yang 

I  remember  11th  grade  I  walked  round  sayin  HANGH!!!! 

A  Town  Reppin' 

Killer  Mike  and  Field  Mob 

And  if  I  ain't  say  the  Dungeon  Family 

I  wouldn't  be  doin'  my  job 

Ain't  no  roll  call  without  Big  Boi  and  Andre 

Cee-Lo,  Big  Gipp  and  Khujo  good- AYE!! 

Ain't  done  yet 'cause  we  jus  leavin  the  South 

B4  we  holla  at  3  6  wit  the  Oscar  and  the  clout 

Now  into  the  influence  for  all  that  leaves  my  mouth 

The  Roots,  Freeway,  B.  Seigel  and  State  Prop 

Bilal,  Musiq  Soulchild,  Jill  Scott 

You  probably  thinking  "they  don't  spit,  this  dude  silly" 

Nothin'  like  that,  I  jus  had  to  shout  them  out  cause  they  from 

Philly 


This  is  Miles  Turner 

True  Hip  Hop  fan 
I'm  out... 


HIV/AIDS 

By  Margaret  Kamara 


While  women  can  contract  HIV  through  several  ways,  the  most  common  causes  are  unprotected  sex  and/or  sharing 
infected  needles  with  someone  who  has  HIV/ AIDS.  Jennease  Hyatt,  of  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  of  Massachusetts, 
said  there  are  three  factors  that  put  black  women  at  a  greater  risk  of  contracting  HIV:  poor  self-esteem,  the  "blame  game" 
and  drugs. 

"[Poor]  self-esteem  puts  women  at  high  risk  for  HIV  because  if  you  don't  have  the  ability  to  love  and  respect  yourself 
then  it  makes  you  vulnerable.  If  you  don't  love  yourself  then  you  can't  expect  a  man  to  treat  your  body  like  a  temple,"  Hyatt 
said.  "Having  sex  without  a  condom,  [having]  anal  sex,  and  [participating]  in  other  activities  that  you  wouldn't  do  if  you 
respect  your  body,  puts  you  at  high  risk  of  HIV." 

Black  women  primarily  contract  HI  V/ AIDS  through  heterosexual  contact.  Because  men  participating  in  homosexual 
sex  account  for  70  percent  of  all  estimated  HIV  infections  and  34  percent  of  these  cases  are  black  men  who  then 
admitted  to  having  sex  with  a  woman,  black  women  are  at  a  potentially  high  risk  for  infection.  While  only  6  percent  of 
black  women  admitted  to  having  sex  with  a  bisexual  man,  there  are  many  more  who  may  be  unaware  of  their  partner's 
sexual  history  especially  when  these  men  don't  necessarily  consider  themselves  homosexuals  or  bisexuals.  Because  such  a 
scenario  may  occur  Hyatt  says  women  should  be  taking  every  step  necessary  to  protect  themselves. 
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"Instead  of  playing  the  blame  game',  women  must  educate 
themselves.  If  a  woman  suspects  a  man  of  being  on  the  down 
low'  she  should  act  on  her  insecurities  by  using  a  condom," 
said  Hyatt. 

Women  are  generally  more  susceptible  to  the  disease  and 
other  AIDS  symptoms,  such  as  recurrent  yeast  infections, 
severe  pelvic  inflammatory  disease  and  cervical  cancer.  Because 
of  vaginal  exposure  to  seminal  fluids  (such  as  blood  and 
semen)  a  woman  is  twice  more  likely  to  contract  HIV  through 
vaginal  sex  with  an  infected  man  than  a  man  is  to  contract 
HIV  from  an  infected  woman.  And  when  a  woman  is  infected 
she  may  not  even  know. 

Daphne  Thompson  Addabbo,  a  registered  nurse  and 
community  educator  at  Planned  Parenthood,  said, "Females 
have  no  symptoms  if  they  have  a  sexually  transmitted  infection 
(STI)  because  of  our  anatomy.  We  can  have  bumps  and  not 
even  know  they  are  there." 

Domestic  abuse  is  another  factor  that  puts  black  women  at 
a  higher  risk  of  getting  HIV/ AIDS.  A  recent  CDC  study 
of  urban  high  schools  showed  more  than  one  third  of  African 
American  and  Hispanic  women's  first  sexual  contact  was 
with  a  male  three  or  more  years  older.  In  many  cases,  these 
girls  were  also  less  likely  to  use  a  condom  because  of  fear 
their  partner  may  physically  abuse  or  leave  them  for  asking 
to  use  protection. 

Though  abstinence  is  the  only  way  to  be  100  percent  risk 
free,  abstinence-only  education  is  an  unrealistic  approach 
to  prevention  in  today's  sexually  engaged  society.  The  CDC 
recommends  that  everyone,  regardless  of  gender,  age,  race 
or  sexuality,  get  regular  HIV/ AIDS  testing  as  part  of  their 
routine  check-up. 

However,  Vincent  Longo,  HIV/ AIDS  counselor  at  Fenway 
Community  Health,  does  not  agree  with  a  mandatory 
testing  proposal. 

"Testing  does  not  prevent  HIV,  prevention  does.  Why  don't 
we  do  a  mandatory  prevention?  We  [Fenway  Community 
Health]  focus  on  prevention  and  not  a  lot  of  money  is  spent 
on  that,"  he  said.  "  You  can't  mandate  how  people  have  sex.  As  a 
health  educator  you  encourage  [people]  to  make  the  healthiest 
decisions  when  they  have  sex." 

Longo  also  said  effective  methods  of  eradicating  HIV/ AIDS 
and  reducing  the  risk  of  contracting  it  must  be  redefined  and 
analyzed  differently. 

"HIV  education  says  [we  should]  have  sex  a  certain  way. 
We  focus  on  context,"  he  said."Un-protected  sex  is  not 
always  unsafe  sex.  It  depends  on  the  context;  how  the 
decision  is  made." 


Longo  believes  individuals  have  different  ways  of  perceiving 
risk,  which  may  affect  the  way  they  view  the  severity  of 
HIV/ AIDS.  Thus,  methods  of  educating  them  may  vary  from 
general  standards. 

Now,  25  years  after  the  first  case  of  HI  V  was  diagnosed  in 
the  United  States,  there  is  still  no  cure  for  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  Americans  with  virus  and  the  millions  more 
around  the  world.  Although  there  are  treatments  and  support 
services  available,  access  to  them  greatly  depends  on  an 
individual's  environment  and  socio-economic  status.  The 
CDC  estimates  that  the  cases  of  black  women  infected  with 
HIV  will  continue  rise  and  now  more  than  ever  black  women 
must  be  responsible  in  their  relationship  and  lifestyles. 

"There's  still  a  stigma  with  HIV... that  nice  people  don't  get 
HIV,"  Addabbo  said. "Every  person,  especially  women,  should 
be  cautious  of  their  decisions  and  actions." 

"It's  good  to  KNOW  your  HIV  status,"  Longo  said. 
"Assumption  and  knowing  are  two  different  things.  Once  you 
KNOW  you  make  more  informed  decisions.  Information 
empowers  people." 
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National: 

Center  for  Disease  Control 
and  Prevention 
National  AIDS  Hotline  & 
Frequently  Asked  Questions 
800-432-AIDS  (2437)  (English) 
800-342-SIDA  (7432)  (Spanish) 
www.cdc.gov/hiv/ pubs/ faq 

National  HIV  Testing  Hotline 

800-342-AIDS 

www.hivtest.org 

National  Minority  AIDS  Council 
1931 13th  St.N.W. 
Washington,  DC  20009 
202-483-6622 
www.nmac.org 

Sister  Connect 
(Hotline  for  women  with  HIV) 
800-747-1108 

State/Local: 

AIDS  Action  Committee 
of  Massachusetts 
617-437-6200 
800-235-2331 

Fenway  Community  Health 
7  Haviland  St. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-267-0159 
www.fenwayhealth.org 


CENTERS  TO  GET  TESTED,  CARE  AND  SUPPORT 


RET  TESTED 
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'ubioo 


Holla  at  ya  girl. 

Send  me  an  e-mail  at  msnubianonyx@yahoo.com 


Should  I  say? 

Dear  Ms.  Nubian, 

My  boy  just  introduced  me  to 
his  girlfriend  and  after  meeting  her  I 
remembered  that  I  slept  with  her  a  while 
back.  She  looked  a  little  more  reserved 
than  she  did  when  I  was  with  her,  so 
maybe  she's  not  like  that  anymore.  But 
I  feel  guilty  not  telling  my  boy  I  had  his 
girl.  Should  I  tell  my  boy  or  keep  it  to 
myself? 

-  Previous  Cat 

Previous  Cat, 

I  have  come  to  notice  that  Boston 
is  a  very  small  place  and  someway  or 
another  everyone  is  connected  so  this 
situation  is  not  at  all  surprising  to  me. 
But  the  seriousness  of  this  depends  on 
the  following  circumstances:  if  they  were 
together  or  talking  when  it  happened 
and  if  you  and  your  friend  are  close.  I 
am  assuming  the  answer  is  no  to  the  first 
one  because  you  said  she  looks  more 
reserved  now  than  she  did  "back  then." 
Depending  on  how  far  "back  then"  was, 
I  think  you  should  give  this  girl  a  chance 
with  your  friend,  especially  if  they  are 
happy  together.  I  mean,  it's  not  like 
being  with  you  is  a  crime,  and  unless  you 
still  have  feelings  for  the  girl  or  she  tried 
to  put  a  move  on  you,  there  is  no  reason 
to  mess  up  what  could  be  a  good  thing. 
But  who's  to  say  that  your  friend  will 
even  care  if  you  had  relations  with  his 
girl  before  he  met  her? 

So,  I  say  tell  your  friend  that  you 
used  to  talk  to  his  girl.  You  don't  have 
to  make  it  sound  raunchy  or  dirty  by 


telling  him  you  "had"  her,  just  let  him 
know  that  ya'll  talked  a  while  back  but 
there  is  nothing  there  anymore  and  you 
just  wanted  to  let  him  know  before  she 
mentioned  it  and  he  got  mad  at  you. 
You  never  know,  maybe  she  already 
let  him  know  and  he  is  waiting  to  see 
if  you'll  tell  him.  If  she  has  changed 
from  being  loose  to  a  girl  of  morals  and 
values,  she  probably  won't  want  you  to 
tell  him  because  that  can  jeopardize  the 
way  he  sees  her  and  the  future  of  their 
relationship.  But  I  think  you  should  tell 
him,  but  don't  be  a  jerk  about  it.  And 
unless  he  asks  if  ya'll  slept  together,  I'd 
say  not  to  mention  that  part. 

Are  they  just  jealous? 

I'm  a  freshman  and  I  think  the  older 
girls  at  this  school  automatically  assume 
things  about  the  freshman  girls.  Why 
would  they  do  that?  I  mean  are  they 
jealous  because  a  lot  of  the  older  guys 
chase  us? 

~ Confused  and  Wondering 

Confused  and  Wondering, 

In  the  introductory  issue  of  The 
Onyx  there  was  an  advice  piece  for  the 
freshman.  You  were  told  college  is  high 
school  all  over  again  cuz  everyone  is 
still  hatin'  on  you  and  talking  trash.  So 
I  want  you  to  think  back  to  when  you 
were  a  freshman  in  high  school... were 
the  older  girls  talking  about  you?  And 
now  think  back  to  when  you  were  an 
upperclassman...were  you  talking  about 
the  new  freshman  girls?  Most  likely  you 


answered  yes  to  both  of  those  questions. 

Think  of  it  as  a  right  of  passage. 
They  are  doing  it  because  it  was  done  to 
them  and  next  year  you'll  be  doing  it  too. 
Now  on  the  other  hand,  some  of  you 
freshman  girls  give  the  upperclassmen 
something  to  talk  about  by  walking 
around  like  ya'll  running  things  and 
you're  the  best  thing  God  ever  created. 
Confidence  is  good,  but  cockiness  is  only 
cute  on  T.I.  and  some  of  the  older  guys 
on  campus.  Which  leads  me  to  your  last 
question:  If  the  older  girls  are  jealous 
because  the  guys  chase  you? 

Honey,  those  guys  are  chasing  you 
for  the  same  reason  the  girls  are  talking 
about  you!  You're  a  freshman  and  it  is 
assumed  you  are  going  to  lay  on  your 
back  just  to  be  cool  with  the  older  guys. 
So  girl,  you  have  two  options:  you  can 
be  that  girl  who  gets  talked  about  and 
chased  by  the  older  guys  because  you 
fit  the  stereotype  or  you  can  be  the  girl 
that  gets  talked  about  and  chased  simply 
because  it's  a  part  of  college  life. 

If  you  go  with  Option  1:  make  sure 
he  wraps  it  up  cuz  you  ain't  the  only  one. 

If  you  go  with  Option  2:  you  are 
already  maturing  into  a  woman  who 
doesn't  let  what  other  hatin'  females 
think  affect  you  because  although  they 
know  your  name,  you  have  no  idea  who 
they  are  nor  do  you  care! 

v7f  you  don  t  like  my  advice  have  something 
to  say  or  hove  a  question  of  your  own  then 
hit  me  up  at  msnubiMnonyx@yMhoo.com. 
£|ntil  next  time,  v7  II  holta.' 
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You  have  little  boys 
at  11  and  12  years 
old  walking  around 
singing  'She's  a 
Hoooooooooo...' 


Hip  Hop  Videos:  Sexploitation  on  the  Set 


So  I'm  browsing  through  TV 
channels  one  night  and  as  I'm 
taking  a  break  from  studying,  I 
stumble  upon  a  VH1  special: "Hip  Hop 
Videos:  Sexploitation  on  the  Set."  And  I 
think,  "Isn't  this  just  wonderful?" 

I  only  managed  to  catch  the  last 
15  minutes  or  so  but  within  that  small 
amount  of  time,  my  stomach  managed 
to  turn  in  disgust.  The  focus  of  the  show 
was  "hip  hop"  videos,  as  they  labeled 
it,  and  how  women,  particularly  black 
women,  are  portrayed. 

It  kills  me  how  rappers  justify  the 
women  in  their  videos: 

"Well  they  want  to  do  it." 

"They're  grown;  they  can  make  their 
own  choices." 

"We  ain't  forced  none  of  them  to  do 

it." 

Yea,  this  may  be  true  but  did  you 
ever  stop  to  think  the  effect  it  has  on  the 
black  community?  Did  you  stop  to  think 
how  it  affects  the  way  black  women  are 
treated? 

You  have  little  boys  at  11  and  12 
years  old  walking  around  singing  "She's  a 
Hoooooooooo,"  throwing  money  at  little 
girls  and  disrespecting  older  women 
because  they  saw  it  on  TV  or  heard  it  on 
someone's  album. 

You  have  young  girls  at  11  and  12 
tying  the  backs  of  their  shirts  to  show 
off  their  stomachs  and  squeezing  into 


tight  jeans  to  show  off  the  body  they 
have  yet  to  grow  into. 

Then  what  happens? 

These  same  young  girls  grow  up 
idolizing  the  video  girls  thinking, "Hey, 
that's  the  life  I  want.  I  want  to  shake 
my  ass  for  the  camera  and  fight  in  a  pool 
with  another  girl  so  that  guys  will  think 
I'm  sexy."  They  grow  up  thinking  these 
video  girls  are  the  ideal  woman. 

If  you  can't  possibly  understand  my 
point  think  of  some  young  girl,  whether 
it's  your  sister  or  cousin,  and  think  of 
her  watching  these  videos  and  saying, 
"I  want  to  do  that."  Think  of  her  being 
at  these  video  shoots  with  guys  groping 
and  disrespecting  her.  How  do  you  feel 
now? 

Another  thing  that  irks  me — the 
infamous  defense:  "It's  a  way  of  life." 

I  don't  know  whose  way  of  life  these 
rappers  are  talking  about,  but  I  know 
there  are  no  girls  strutting  around  in  5 
inch  stilettos,  booty  shorts,  cutoff  tops 
in  the  middle  of  winter  licking  on  a 
lollipop  in  my  hood  and  I'm  pretty  sure 
it  doesn't  happen  in  other  hoods  either. 

But  during  the  show  I  happened 
to  catch  a  great  quote  by  the  editor  of 
Essence  Magazine.  She  said, "We  hear 
that  all  the  time,  sex  sells.  Crack  sells, 
that  don't  make  it  right!" 

I  thought  to  myself,  how  true.  That 
is  everyone's  excuse  nowadays.  Sex  sells. 


It's  okay  to  have  a  father  and  his 
stepdaughter  in  a  half  naked  sex  scene 
in  a  soap  opera  at  3pm  when  kids  are 
coming  home  from  school  and  watching 
TV. 

Cuz  sex  sells. 

It's  ok  for  girls  to  "wash"  a  car  in 
string  bikinis. 

Cuz  sex  sells. 

It's  ok  for  girls  to  bend  over  and 
make  their  butts  ripple  for  the  camera. 

Cuz  sex  sells. 

Now  that  the  problem  has  been 
identified,  what  do  we  do  about  it?  Do 
we  stop  listening  to  their  music?  Do  we 
stop  watching  the  "shuck-n-jive"  network 
that  is  BET?  Do  we  write  angry  letters/ 
emails  to  record  labels?  Do  we  educate 
our  children  better?  How  do  we  stop 
the  cycle  of  booty  slapping  8c  thongs? 

I  don't  know,  do  you? 
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Credit:  Courtesy  of  Jose  de  La  Rosa 

Caption:  Robin  Chandler,  Nil's  Women's  Studies  Director,  Esmeralda  Santiago,  and 
Jose  Maso,  former  Northern  New  England  Director  of  Puerto  Rican  Federal  Affairs 
Administration  pose  for  a  picture. 


Esmeralda  Santiago:  A  night  with  the  author 

By  Ivelisse  Sanchez 

Esmeralda  Santiago,  the  internationally  renowned  author  of 
four  books  including  "When  I  was  Puerto  Rican,"  came  to 
the  Curry  Student  Center  on  September  21  to  share  her  life 
experiences  with  the  Northeastern  community.  The  event 
attracted  a  variety  of  people  from  diverse  backgrounds  along 
with  several  faculty  and  staff  members. 

When  Mrs.  Santiago  entered  the  room  she  immediately 
warmed  the  crowd  with  her  welcoming  demeanor  and  a 
personal  story  of  how  her  mother's  blindness  is  affecting  her. 
Her  friendly  personality  was  infectious.  Soon  after  she  took 
the  stage  she  made  the  audience  laugh  with  several  jokes  and 
the  assertion  that  the  life  of  a  Latino  is  filled  with  drama.  She 
drew  several  head  nods  and  affirmations  from  the  crowd  when 
she  spoke  about  being  a  Latino  in  America  but  it  was  her 
advice  to  not  become  upset  at  the  ignorance  of  others 


that  truly  impressed  the  crowd.  As  she  briefly  touched  upon 
her  identity  issues  about  being  an  American  Puerto  Rican  she 
mentioned  how  this  "psychological  crisis  became 
an  artistic  endeavor." 

After  her  speech,  she  signed  books  for  more  than  30  attendees 
as  people  ate  and  enjoyed  the  company  of  others. 

This  event  was  a  collaboration  between  LASO,  the  Hispanic 
Heritage  Month  Committee,  the  LSCC,  the  Latino  Latin 
American  Caribbean  Studies  Program,  XCEL,  and  the  Onyx. 


Credit:  Courtesy  of  LASO 

Caption:  NU  students  proudly  wave  their  flags  in  Krentzman  Quad  after  the  parade. 

Parade  of  Flags: 

A  Hispanic  Heritage  Month  celebration 

Information  provided  by  Rob  Cabral 

Every  year  during  the  Fall  semester,  the  Latin  American 
Student  Organization  (LASO)  has  traditionally  held  a  Parade 
of  Flags  during  Hispanic  Heritage  Month.  The  event  is  a 


THE  ONYX  INFORMER  |  15 


STUDENTEVENTS 


celebration  of'Dia  de  la  Raza,"  a  Latin  American  holiday  in 
honor  of  Columbus  Day  and  the  history  of  the 
Americas.  This  year's  Parade  of  Flags  was  held  on  September 
27  and  was  attended  by  dozens  of  students  proudly  draped 
with  flags  of  their  native  countries.  The  event  also  served  as  a 
way  to  commemorate  and  educate  the  Northeastern 
community  about  the  struggle  and  survival  of  Latino  people 
from  colonial  oppression.  Both  Latino  and  non-Latino 
students  marched  proudly  across  Northeastern's  campus 
with  their  flags  held  high.  The  Parade  of  Flags  began  at  the 
African  American  Institute  and  the  route  included  passing 
both  classrooms  and  administrative  buildings  along  the  way. 
The  parade  ended  in  Krentzman  Quad  where  DJ  Case  and  DJ 
Shorty  played  a  mix  of  Latin  music  to  entertain  the  crowd. 

Beatless:  A  spoken  word  experience 

Information  provided  by  Rob  Cabral 


beatless: 

Friday  October  6th 
Doors  open  at  6  p.m. 
Curry  Student  Center-West  Addition 


A  poet,  performer,  activist  and, 
entertainer.  Chin's  work  has 
appeared  on  60  Minutes.  HBO's 
Def  Poetry  Jam,  CNN's  Live, 
BETs  Meet  the  Faith,  and  BETJ. 
My  Two  Cents. 


A  poet  singer,  actor,  comedian 
and  activist  Host  of  All  That) 
Hip  Hop  Poetry  &  Jazz  and  the 
legendary  open  mic 


1  in  performing?  email  us  (By  September  29thl)  v 

NU_SpokenWord@yahoo.com 

Design  by  Mwdesign  net 


Credit:  flyer  by  Shannon  Slocum 

With  the  overwhelming  success  of  last  year's  two  day  spoken 
word  experience  featuring  four  acclaimed  poets  and  25 
Northeastern  students,  beatless  returned  for  a  second  time  on 
October  6.  The  event  was  held  in  the  Curry  Student  Center's 


West  Addition  and  was  attended  by  more  than  250  people 
from  various  schools. 

The  event  hosted  both  talented  students  and  critically 
acclaimed  spoken  word  artists  Flaco  Navaja,  Staceyann  Chin 
and  Black  Ice.  The  vibe  was  chill  as  these  poets  shared  their 
talent  in  a  dimly  lit  environment  that  captured  the  essence 
of  the  night.  With  more  than  three  hours  of  pure  lyric, 
spoken  word  and  poetic  verses,  the  West  addition  held  all  the 
ambiance  of  a  true  poetry  cafe.  The  crowd  thoroughly  enjoyed 
themselves  throughout  each  performance,  clapping  and 
shouting  to  voice  their  approval. 

The  event  was  made  possible  through  collaborations  between 
LASO,  NBSA,  HSU,  and  La  Unidad  Latina,  Lambda 
Upsilon  Lambda,  Fraternity,  Incorporated-  NU  Chapter. 

Don't  Say  Bingo: 

A  student's  fashion  release  party 

Information  provided  by  Alvin  Carter  III 

On  October  19,  AfterHours  was  filled  to  the  brim  with  an 
extremely  eclectic  crowd.  People  came  to  support 
Northeastern  student  Alvin  Benjamin  Carter  III  and  his  new 
clothing  line  titled  "Don't  Say  Bingo." 

The  night  began  with  a  lively  performance  by  rap  group  Bei- 
Lynx.  Risk,  an  MC  of  which  is  also  a  NU  student.  The  group 
was  followed  by  the  extremely  talented  band  Tides,  whose 
front-man/bass  player  is  a  Northeastern  graduate.  The 
crowd  was  extremely  receptive  to  both  performances  but  with 
each  passing  moment  the  excitement  was  building  to  see  the 
heavily  anticipated  fashion  show. 


Credit:  Courtesy  of  Tiffany  Malcolm 

Caption:  Don't  Say  Bingo  clothing  designer  Alvin  Benjamin  Carter  III  checks  in  with  his 
logo  designer,  Shannon  Slocum,  after  a  night  of  music,  fashion,  and  fun. 
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With  DJ  Special  Blend  playing  the  background  music,  the 
models  appeared  on  stage  two-at-a-time  rocking  everything 
from  hoodies  and  t-shirts  to  a  blue  dress  that  almost  every 
female  in  the  audience  wanted.  The  vibe  was  extremely 
upbeat  and  each  outfit  generated  lots  of  applause  from  the 
crowd.  After  the  fashion  show,  rapper  6th  Sense  performed 
and  was  accompanied  by  NU  student  Karl  "Front  Page" 
Dunkley.  The  event  was  hosted  was  DJ  Shyne,  NU's  Jeff 
Mader. 

With  the  actual  "Don't  say  Bingo"  logo  designed  by  NU 
student  Shannon  Slocum,  it  is  clear  that  Northeastern  has 
talent.  You  can  find  Alvin's  clothing  on  www.dontsaybingo. 
com  and  Shannon  can  be  found  on  www.sawdesign.net. 

You  Think  You  Know: 
An  STD  awareness  event 

by  Chris  Cummings 

The  Cape  Verdean  Student  Association  (C VSA)  held 
"You  Think  You  Know,"  their  first  STD  awareness  event,  on 
October  25  in  the  Curry  Student  Center  West  Addition. 
The  event  featured  a  presentation  and  open  discussion  led  by 
Planned  Parenthood,  which  actively  engaged  students  and 
taught  them  the  importance  of  safe  sex  and  STD  testing. 
Students  watched  skits  performed  by  C VSA  members  that 
stressed  the  value  of  open  communication  between  partners 
about  testing  and  actively  participated  in  a  game  that  revealed 
the  levels  of  risk  for  contracting  STDs. 

At  the  end  of  the  night,  students  were  encouraged  to  visit  with 
different  vendors,  including  the  AIDS  Action  Committee 
and  the  New  England  AIDS  Education  and  Training  Center, 
where  they  could  ask  questions,  pick  up  brochures  and  safe  sex 
kits,  which  included  condoms  and  lubricant. 

"You  Think  You  Know"  opened  the  door  to  a  greater 
understanding  of  why  practicing  safe  sex  and  getting  regular 
STD  tests  are  so  important.  ■ 

Black  Girl  in  Paris 

By  Sandy  Milord 

My  experience  in  Paris  thus  far  has  been  both  excellent  and 
trying.  So  far  I  have  visited  London  and  Venice  and  will  soon 
be  headed  to  Prague,  Rome  and  Amsterdam.  I  have  learned 
new  things  about  different  cultures  but,  most  of  all,  I've  learned 
about  myself. 

I  attend  the  American  University  of  Paris,  which  is  nothing  in 


Credit:  Courtesy  of  Sandy  Milord 

Caption:  The  Eiffel  Tower  stands  as  Sandy's  distant  nightlight. 

comparison  to  Northeastern.  Actually,  it  makes  me  appreciate 
the  plethora  of  resources  and  diversity  Northeastern  offers. 
Throughout  this  journey,  I  have  had  hard  times.  The  most 
trying  has  been  dealing  with  issues  transpiring  on  the  home 
front.  My  grandmother  passed  away  while  I  was  in  Venice, 
which  is  tearing  me  apart  because  I  feel  I  never  properly  said 
goodbye.  But  from  this  tragedy  I  am  learning  the  importance 
of  cherishing  life,  both  the  people  and  the  experiences. 

I  love  living  in  Paris  because  I  have  to  speak  in  French  to 
communicate  and  no  matter  how  far  I  go,  I  can  always  link  up 
with  people  who  are  of  the  African  Diaspora  like  me.  But  I 
cannot  seem  to  grasp  the  self  hate  many  Africans  seem  to  have 
for  themselves,  both  male  and  female.  They  say  racism  does 
not  exist  in  France,  and  that  it's  just  an  American  problem,  but 
I  see  the  opposite.  Race  is  undoubtedly  an  issue.  I  have  yet  to 
find  a  Utopia!  At  least  in  America  we  recognize  issues  of  race. 
With  both  the  good  and  the  bad  things  that  have  taken  place 
throughout  this  journey,  I  highly  recommend  studying  abroad. 
It  is  an  opportunity  for  many  experiences  but  I'll  just  give  you 
an  excerpt  of  my  day: 
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In  the  morning  I  rise  to  walk  on  la  rue  Rivoli,  a  few  minutes 
away  from  the  Picasso  Museum  and  the  Musee  Du  Louvre. 
As  I  hop  on  the  6  train  towards  Nation  I  pass  the  Eiffel  Tower 
and  Bateaux  Mouche  in  the  distance.  My  classroom  and 
playground  is  the  Musee  Du  Louvre  where  I  discover  more 
about  renaissance  art  and  my  history  as  a  Haitian  descendant. 
For  my  musical  pleasure,  I  hop  on  the  metro  to  Champs 
Elysee,  pass  the  D  are  de  Triomphe  to  Paris' largest  Virgin 
Mega  store.  A  rendezvous  for  dinner  is  usually  set  at  Pigalle's 
a  few  minutes  away  from  Sacre  Coeur  and  the  Moulin  Rouge. 
Fine  wine  towards  the  midnight  hour  relaxes  me  to  sleep  with 
the  presence  of  my  night  light  of  the  Eiffel  Tower  shimmering 
in  the  distance.  I  couldn't  ask  for  more!  Truly  blessed! 


It  Looks  Good  on  My  Resume! 

By  Shantelle  Anderson 

When  considering  the  Disney  College  Program  I  heard 
nothing  but  negative  things. "They  work  you  like  a  slave  and 
pay  you  nothing.""You're  going  to  be  overworked.""  You  get 
no  vacation."  And  finally, "Don't  do  it!!!" So  I  did  it,  but  not 
before  months  of  contemplation.  A  month  before  I  left  I  was 
still  deciding. 

So  what  finally  made  me  decide  to  come  to  Florida  and  work 
for  Disney,  which  pays  you  $6.40  an  hour,  charges  about  $70 
a  week  for  rent,  requires  you  to  work  holidays,  and  doesn't 

promise  time  off?  It  looks  good  on  my  resume! 
I  plan  to  be  on  TV  one  day  or  at  least  behind 
the  scenes,  or  even  at  a  record  company. 
Disney  is  one  of  the  top  companies  in  terms 
of  communication  and  work  ethics.  Other 
companies  study  Disney's  employee  (or'cast 
members"  as  we  are  called)  training  program. 
So  that's  why  I  am  here,  I'm  thinking  about  my 
future.  I  came  to  Disney  with  the  hope  that 
my  next  co-op  will  be  at  ABC,  which  Disney 
owns,  or  at  another  company  who  admires  their 
training  program.  So  maybe  I  can't  go  shopping 
every  week  like  I  used  to,  yes  I  am  sad  that  I 
won't  be  with  my  family  on  Thanksgiving  or 
Christmas,  and  yes  I  miss  my  friends.  But  in  the 
end,  working  at  Disney  may  be  what  lands  me 
that  big  job  at  a  TV  station  or  a  public  relations 
firm  in  New  York  or  LA. 

So  would  I  recommend  the  Disney  College 
Program  to  someone  else?  Yes  and  no. 

Here's  the  yes:  If  you  are  a  communications 
major,  having  the  Disney  name  on  your 
resume  is  a  major  plus  and  a  great  networking 
opportunity  if  you  take  advantage  of  the  events. 

Here's  the  no:  You  only  get  paid  $6.40  an  hour 
and  depending  on  when  you  do  your  co-op  you 
are  not  guaranteed  much  vacation  time.  But 
I  can't  deny  that  I  am  laughing  at  you  guys  in 
Boston  wearing  winter  jackets  when  I'm  chilling 
in  70°  weather.  I 


Credit:  Courtesy  ol  Shantelle  Anderson 

Caption:  Shantelle  enjoying  the  free  perks  of  working  at  Disney. 
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LIKE  WHAT  YOU  SEE? 

Then  join  us  every  Tuesday  at  6pm  in 
430  CSC  to  share  your  thoughts  and 
ideas*  Come  and  be  apart  of  history 


w 


BREAKIN'  DOWN  THE  MEANINGS  OF  SCHOOL  ACRONYMS 


101 


BY  DEVIN  PHILLIP 
AAI 

African  American  Institute 

ACES 

Academic  Cultural  Enrichment  Services 

BAC 

Brothers  About  Change 

BESS 

Black  Engineering  Student  Society 

BRC 

Budget  Review  Committee 

CAS 

College  of  Arts  and  Sciences 

CBA 

College  of  Business  Administration 

CCIS 

College  of  Computer  and  Information 
Sciences 

CSC 

Curry  Student  Center 

cso 

Caribbean  Student  Organization 


CVSA 

Cape  Verean  Student  Association 

EMSA 

Enrollment  Management  and  Student 
Affairs 

FLYS 

Fairwoods,  Light  Hall,  YMCA,  St.  Ste- 
phens St.  (NU  Residential  Housing) 

HSU 

Haitian  Student  Unity 

LASO 

Latin  American  Student  Organization 

LSCC 

Latino  Student  Cultural  Center 

MAPS 

Minority  Association  for  Pre-Med 
Students 

NASO 

Northeastern  African  Student  Organi- 
zation 

NSBE 

National  Society  of  Black  Engineering 


NU  or  NEU 

Northeastern  University 

OSCCR  (pronounced  as "oscar") 
Office  of  Student  Conduct  and  Conflict 
Resolution 

SABO 

Student  Activities  Business  Office 

SGA 

Student  Government  Association 

SHPE  (pronounced  as  "ship") 
Society  for  Hispanic  Professional  Engi- 
neers 

STAT 

Sistas  Talkin'  and  Testifyin' 

UGE 

Unity  Gospel  Ensemble 

WVA-H 

West  Village  A  through  H 
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The  Round  Table  is  an  open,  uncensored 
discussion  on  hot  topics. 


WELCOME  TO  NU, 
TORCH 


Christine  Williams:  So  we  always  begin  by  introducing 
ourselves.  I'm  Christine,  I'm  the  Roundtable  editor,  and  I'm  a 
middler.  (Smiles). 

Besa  Beja:  Haha,  okay  I'm  Besa  Beja,  I'm  a  freshman,  and 
I'm  a  Torch  Scholar. 

Joseph  Bordieri:  I'm  Joe  Bordieri,  I'm  a  Torch  Scholar.  I'm 
also  president  of  Stetson  West  Hall  Council,  and  I  work  in  the 
Development  Office. 

CW:  Do  [all  the  Torch  Scholars]  live  in  Stetson  West? 

BB:  Yea,  all  of  us... Three  of  us  live  on  the  same  floor... There's 

different  floors  for  the  rest  of  us. 

JB:  Yea. 

CW:  Oh,  so  you  guys  all  know  each  other.  You're  a  pretty  tight 
group? 

BB  and  JB  [in  unison,  laughing]:  Ohhhh  yea. 

BB:  We  hang  with  each  other  all  the  time.  Every  day. 
Sometimes  we  hang  with  each  other  24/7. 
JB:  Mhm. 


SCHOLARS 

The  Torch  Scholarship  Program  is  a  highly 
selective  scholarship  program  that  whose 
first  group  of  participants  entered  the 
university  this  fall.  Of  the  more  than 
27,000  thousand  individuals  who  applied 
for  the  full-tuition  scholarship,  the  eleven 
individuals  who  were  accepted  into  the 
program  represent  those  who  the  university 
felt  held  the  most  promise  for  leadership 
and  excellence.  This  summer  they  attended 
a  Summer  Immersion  Program  designed  to 
help  prepare  them  for  the  rigors  of  college 
academics.  During  which,  the  scholars 
were  enrolled  in  full-time  summer  courses 
and  participated  in  team-buildi 


Christine 


Williams  and  our  Round  Table  partici 
Besa  Beja  and  Joseph  Bordieri  as 

discuss  their  experiences  as  Torch  S* 
on  campus. 


pants 


Joseph  Bordieri 


JOSEPH:  Well, 


BB:  So,  we're  pretty  close. 
JB:  We're  really  close. 

we  all  bonded...  BB:(L^gh^g) 

Sometimes  too  close! 

the  first  day."        CW:  How  did  you  find 

out  about  Northeastern? 

Or  did  they  find  you? 
BB:  Well  I,  personally,  went  to  high  school  like  right  next 
door  to  Northeastern... [at]  John  D.  O'Bryant.  It's  right  by 
Ruggles,  so  I  was  nearby  Northeastern  and  I  always  knew  it 
would  be  one  of  my  choices.  And  basically  a  program  that 
I  was  involved  in... knew  about  Torch... That's  how  I  got 
involved. 

JB:  I  lucked  out.  I  came  at  the  end.  Well,  I  didn't  know  about 
it.  I  wasn't  even  looking  at  Northeastern  and  then  someone 


came  up  to  me  and  asked  me  about  it. . . 
the  scholarship,  and  told  me  to  give  it  a 
try  so  I  did. 

CW:  Where  are  you  from  originally? 
JB:  Foxborough,  Massachusetts. 
CW:  Are  you  all  from  Massachusetts? 
JB:  Noo.  We've  got  Massachusetts,  San 
Diego,  Maine...  a  bunch  of  places. 
CW  (tO  Besa):  And  you're... 
BB:  I'm  originally  from  Albania.  But 
I  came  to  Boston  5  years  ago.  I  live 
in  Dorchester,  which  is  like  five,  ten 
minutes  away  from  here. 
CW:  Oh  wow.  Just  out  of  curiosity,  why 
did  you  move  from  Albania  to  here? 
BB:  Well,  my  dad  moved  two  years 
before  I  did.  Because  there  was  a  civil 
war  going  on.  So  after  that  he  was  just 
like,  convinced  to  come  here  because  the 
situation  there  wasn't  all  that  great.  So, 
that's  why  we  decided  to  move. 
CW  (tO  Besa):  So  you  grew  up 
right  by  Northeastern — did  you  have 
expectations  before  you  came  here  of 
what  you  though  it'd  be  like? 
BB:  Um,  yea.  I  mean  Northeastern 
was  one  of  my  choices  and  I  was 
looking  at  big  universities  that  would 
be  challenging  for  me — where  I'd  get 
the  best  education  possible.  And  so  I 
thought  that  Northeastern  had  a  lot 


of  diversity  -  a  lot  of  people  that  were 
open-minded...  And  so  I'd  thought  it'd 
be  a  great  university  for  me  to  get  the 
education  I  was  looking  for. 
CW:  What  about  you,  Joey? 
JB:  Um,  I  didn't  think  I  would  be  able 
to  get  into  Northeastern,  and  so  I  was 
lucky  enough  to  get  this  scholarship. 
[Before],  I  was  looking  more  at  wrestling 
schools  because  I'd  decided  my  only  way 
to  get  into  school  was  to  get  a  wrestling 
scholarship.  But,  (smiles)  luckily  this 
thing  popped  up. 

CW:  Do  you  like  it  now  that  you're  here? 
BB,  JB  (in  unison):  Oh  yea.  Yea,  yea, 


Besa  Beja 


BESA:  ...it's  like  we're  family.  Torch  family. 


CW:  (Laughing).  Good  then. 

BB:  Yea,  and  I  think  the  Torch,  it  makes 

it  easier... like,  to  blend  in. 

CW:  I  like  that  aspect  -  that  they  keep 

[all  the  Scholars]  together. 

BB:  Oh  yea.  Even  if  they  didn't,  we 

would  still  be  together,  wed  make  sure. 

We're  in  each  other's  rooms  like  every 

single  day. 

(Group  Chuckles) 

JB:  Well,  we  all  bonded,  I  dunno  like 
the  first  day. 


BB:  The  FIRST  day.  We  started  talking 
like  we'd  known  each  other  for  ten  years 
or  somethin'. 

JB:  Yea,  we  don't  know  if  that  was  just 

like,  natural... or  whether  other  scholars 

experience  the  same  thing. 

CW:  No,  I  don't  think  other  scholars  do 

(laughing). 

BB:  [It's  like]  they  took  people  with 
the  same  qualities,  but  different 
backgrounds. 
JB:  Yea. 

CW:  Now  when  you  guys  say  first  day, 


Northeastern  University  Torch  Scholars  in  Washington  D.C. 


BESA:  That's  what  I  like  about  us,  that  we  can  be  so  differ- 
ent....and  we  all  hang  out  together... 


you  were  here  in  the  summer,  right? 
BB:  Yea... July  9th. 

CW:  So  you  guys  all  came  on  the  same 

day  during  the  summer. . .  Did  you  skip 

orientation  then? 

BB:  No,  we  had  orientation 

[in]  August... 

JB:  We  were  the  LAST  orientation. 

BB:  The  last  orientation. 

JB:  So  it  was  kinda  stupid  because  we 

went  to  the  same  things--- 

BB:  We  had  already  been  here  for  like 

a  month  and  a  half  and  we  had  to  go 

through  orientation  which  is  exactly 

what  we  had  done  before...  So  we  jus 

like...  yea. 

CW:  Whered  you  guys  live  in  the 
summer? 

JB:  Stetson  West. 

BB:  Yea.  All  on  the  same  floor. 

JB:  We  roomed  together  though,  during 

the  summer. 

BB:  We  lived  together  -  all  the  Torch 

Scholars.  Well,  not  all,  but  most  of  us. 

CW:  Did  you  take  classes  over  the 

summer  or  was  it  just  to  familiarize 

yourselves  with  campus? 

JB:  Yea,  we  took  (to  Besa)  what,  three 

classes? 

BB:  Three  classes.  And  workshops. 
JB:  Yea,  the  math  was  like,  a  horrible... 
horrible  experience  for  a  lot  of  people. 
BB:  (laughs)  But  it  made  it  easier  for  us 
now! 

JB:  (smiling)  Yea,  a  lot  easier  for  us  now. 
BB:  It  was  a  struggle  but  it  was  a  lot  of 
fun. 

CW:  So  you  guys  were  all  in  the  same 

three  classes  or  were  there  different 

classes  for  your  majors? 

BB:  The  same.  We  would  hang  out  with 

each  other  from  8  o'clock  in  the  morning 

until  9  or  12  at  night. 

JB:  Yea. 

BB:  Because  from  8  [am]  to  9[pm]  they 


had  scheduled  the  day.  So  from  9[pm]  to 
12  [am]  it  was  up  to  us,  but  a  lot  of  times 
we  had  to  write  papers  so  we  would  stay 
in  the  library  until  12  [midnight],  then 
after  that  we  would  just  hang  out,  fool 
around. 

JB:  And  on  the  weekends  we  had  field 
trips.  So  then  wed  hang  out  from  like 
-  Wed  have  to  wake  up  at  like,  7  in  the 
morning. 
BB:  Or  6. 

CW:  Where  did  you  guys  go  on  the  field 
trips? 

JB:  We  got  introduced  at  a  Red  Sox 
game. 

BB:  Yea  we  went  to  the  field.  We  went 
to  the  Newport  Mansions. 
JB:  Rhode  Island. 

BB:  We  went  to  Six  Flags.  We  went  to 

Martha's  Vineyard.  We  went  to — 

JB:  Mount  Attitash. 

BB:  We  went  to  so  many  places.  All 

these  trips.  Every  week  they  had  trips. 

JB:  It  was  lot  of  fun. 

CW:  Aww. 

BB:  Yea,  it's  like  we're  family.  Torch 
family. 

CW:  That's  cute.  I  like  that. 

JB:  (Smiles)  Yea,  I  think  we're  very 

unusual. 

BB:  Unusual  scholarship,  I  know. 
CW:  No,  you  are.  Because  I  don't  know 
anyone  with  my 
scholarship. 
BB:  Yea  other 
people  are  like  oh 
they  just  get  it  and 
they're  done  with  it. 
But  we,  we  have  to 
go  to  events  and  we 
have  to  work  and 
we  have  to  make  the 
scholarship  known 
for  us  to  get  donors. 
And,  at  the  same 


time  they  made  us  live  together  for  like  a 
month  and  a  half  so  it's  like  a  family  now 
so,  I  don't  know  it's  just  weird  [but  in  a 
good  way].  It's... different. 
CW:  It's  good  you  have  that  friendship 
though.  You  make  a  lot  of  good  friends 
your  freshman  year. 

BB:  No  it's  funny  you  say  that  cuz  when 

JOSEPH:  One  of 
the  cool  things 
about  our  schol- 
arship is  we  get 
to  meet  all  of  the 
[building]  people... 
we  met  Behrakis, 
Shillman,  Marino... 

we  came  to  the  university,  all  of  us,  [the 
freshmen]  were  going  door  to  door 
because  they  were  looking  for  friends  or 
whatever  and  we  [the  Torch  Scholars] 
were  like  we  already  have  each  other! 
JB:  (Laughing) 

BB:  We  not  going  anywhere. .  .We  had 
[friends]  already.  It  was  kinda  weird. 
CW:  I'm  assuming  you  guys  don't  all 


m 


take  the  same  classes  together  anymore. 

BB:  No,  not  anymore.  But  I  do  have 

classes  with  some  of  the  Torch  kids. 

CW:  Do  you  have  meetings  every  month 

or  something  like  that? 

BB:  Urn,  yea.  We  go  to  dinners  and 

events  to  try  to  get  donors  to  donate 

money  for  Torch. 

JB:  We  have  meetings  with  [our 

coordinator]  all  the  time. 

BB:  She  keeps  us  on  track. 


CW:  Do  you  have  advisors  for  the  whole 
5  years? 
BB:  Yep. 

JB:  One  of  the  cool  things  about  our 
scholarship  is  we  get  to  meet  all  of 
the  [building]  people.  Like,  we  met 
Behrakis,  Shillman,  Marino... 
CW:  The  actual  people? 
JB:  Yea. 

CW:  What  were  they  like? 
JB:  Behrakis  was  funny.  A  lot  of  them 
are  laid  back,  old  school.;  they  remember 
where  they  came  from. 


JOSEPH:  There's 
all  kinds  of  Torch 
language... 

donate  money. . . 

CW:  You're  in  the  right  scholarship! 
[Group  Laughter] 
JB:  Yea. 

BB:  We  are  the  first  class  of  Torch 
Scholars.  It's  just  us.  That's  why  we  have 
we  to  keep  it  going. 

CW:  And  then  you  guys  can  mentor  the 
next  class  of  Torch  Scholars. 
BB:  Yea,  which  will  be  cool  -  to  make  it 
easier  for  them.  I'm  excited  to  see  who 
they're  gunna  pick.  [This  scholarship]  is 
special  because  it's  like  a  scholarship,  and 
a  program,  and  a  family  all  at  the  same 
time... 

CW:  You  guys  should  all  get  t-shirts. 

BB:  T-shirts? 

CW:  I'm  only  joking. 

[Joey  laughs]:  No  actually,  we're  trying 

to  get  t-shirts.  Mike,  one  of  the  scholars, 

he's  supposed  to  [make  them];  he's  an 

artist... 

BB:  Oh  yea!. ..the  t-shirt  idea,  I  forgot 

about  it.  We  should  all  make  t-shirts  and 

walk  around  campus  wearing  them  like 

heyyy  Torch  Scholars. 

[Group  Laughter] 

CW:  And  a  sign,  like  a  Torch. 

JB:  There's  all  kinds  of  Torch 

language... 


JB:  Which  basically  means  "shut  it." 
BB:  There's  a  lot  more... Oh  man,  there's 
so  many. 

JB:  There's  "Que  lo  que"  and  "wepa". 
All  this  Spanish...  It's  from  [one  of  the 
Torch  Scholars]  who  always  says  that 
when  he  hears  music. 
CW:  That's  good  though.  You  guys  are 
being  exposed  to  other  cultures.  Because 
as  much  as  Northeastern  claims  to  be 
diverse,  you  look  at  this  campus... a  lot 
of  the  groups  they're  separated. 
BB:  That's  true.  That's  what  I  like  about 
us,  that  we  can  be  so  different  -  there's 
Asian  and  everything  in  our  group  and 
we  all  hang  out  together... 
JB:  Yea. 

CW:  And  that's  the  way  it  should  be... 
Any  closing  statements? 
JB:  Uh. 

BB:  Let's  think  about  it. 

JB:  What  consists  of  a  closing 

statement? 

[Group  Laughter] 

CW:  However  you  want  it  to  end. 

JB  (after  a  long  pause):  Give  us 

money  for  our  scholarship 

[Besa  laughing]:  Yes,  please!  Help  us 

make  it  bigger  than  it  is. 


BESA:  [It's  like]  they  took  people  with  the 
same  qualities,  but  different  backgrounds. 


CW:  Sounds  like  good  practice  for 
networking. 

JB:  And  we're  only  freshmen  too. 
CW:  What  are  your  ambitions? 
JB:    wanna  do  fundraising...kinda  like 
non-profit  stuff,  like  getting  donors  to 


CW:  (Laughing)  What? 

BB:  Oh  yea,  we  have  our  own  dictionary 

basically,  (to  Joey)  Where  do  you  wanna 

start? 

JB:  Uhh. 

BB:  We  have  "chut-uh ". 
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